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Welsh Texels

Farmily's Welsh prefix is well known in South Wales, but

in tha lasg fewr years it has quickly become recognised
further afickd, thanks to the determination ibewn by Toamos
Evans 1o progress che Mok,

I I :n-in; bred Texels for more than 25 years the Ewani

“When vy mother and father soarted wich Tesels in 1989 i was
with some ewes from Stephen Williams Waollascore fock Those
shieep did a grear job for us, building a solid foundation from
which to breed great commercial rams and females which bred
weell year after year,

“Then in 199 | started to pet a bit more nterested in the
sheep and my parents allowed me 1o buy 2 ewe limb from the

Liyfni flock that | spotted at the Royal Welih Show. She was by
Kirtle Boxer and out of a dam by Cambwell Yellowstone. That

was the start of the jearney fer me and spurred an interest in
breeding a sharper, more breeders type of theep”

Following that, as owe mumbers grew the Bmily staged an on-
farm production sale m 1999 and sold B0 of the olier ewes.
“Thien i 200 we bought a Curlg ewe bimb by Cambaedl
Emgperor and in 2001 we wed Al for the first time as we were
unable to buy rams due o fsot-and-mouth restrictions.”

"W uied Morth Quarter Deluse on everything that year and
he had 3 great infleence on the female lines, In 2002 we took
the plunge and showed at the Royal Welsh Show for the first
wme. 1 ieak a owe lamb which steod seventh, | was delighted
with that result and it really spurred me on o continue
breeding the type of sheep we wene”

The following year Tom bought 3 Claybury ewe and for the firss
time in 2004 underiock some embryo tmnsfer work, flushing

the Claybury ewe, DHLOOMOT. " Thase ke pears in the early
part of the 2000s were really the beginning of a new cra for the
flock which has got us to where we are aday

“In 2005 we went o the Irish Mational sabe at Blessington and
beught Shannagh Lincaln, a Craighead Hercules son out of a
Glenside Gurka daughter, Ye were pleased with his progeny
and we woere continuing 1o move the lock ibreards”

Bt it’s mot just the rams that have had an infleence and Tom

ks koen vo seoure additonal female lines when the opportunity
arises."'m abways open to buying in new females when | belicve
they can add somathing o the flock, In many ways buying fresh
qun:lﬁmluwahiﬂ:rim:lm:ﬂn:kﬂunhurigm:

and with the uwse ol Al it s relatively easy to aceess pood qualiny
AR,

“In some caies you may hive 0o wait 3 pear o use Al bur thag
gives yoal a chance to so how they're breeding, 5o its not
abways a bad thing. As a result we haven's, historically, spent a
kot on rams, preferring oo Imvest in gocd females when they
becoms available.”

Ome ram which was bought and proved highly successhul was
Cambowell Mapakan, a ram boughe in 2007 ar the lock-down sale
at Lamark, “He was a Cambaell Laird son and keft a real mark on
his fermales, they were the next generation Lo improve the flock
sl furthes™

The Bmily then seaged another sale in 2000, sellng 100 fermales
to help bring mambers back to a more manageable level. The
Welsh flock eurrently rums with around 50 ewes with 5-6
selected annually for embryo transfor,




“With the success of embryo transfer we were getting to the
stage where we had too many cwes for our acreage, | also like
to offer growps of prowen females every so often to give peaple
a chamce vo buy quaslicy breeding owes

“Young peopbe Bke me can't abways afford oo buy the best
g_ir'r'uw:r: at Socicty sabes or in-lamb sales. It has been a

wey for me to secure beter bloadiines and § like 1o help odhwers
where | can,”

Ocher females o join the flock hase beon cwes from the
Procters flock and a Greenwood ewe by Swaited O Sullivan
Baught st Chelford as woell as seleor ewes fram Aocks sech as
Glenside and Comeritone.

"The Greenwood ewe. | iked from the moment | saw her
at Chelfard. She just had something abouwt heeYWe lambed
hier nacurally the first year and then flushed her after chag to
Mossknowe Pudsey,

"That was one of the best crops of ewe lambs we've ever had
and nchuded a cwe lamb sold to David Bradiey Farmer and the
;I'H:-.'lrling owe which was female and reserve owerall chamgion
at the English Mational Sale in 2014 and sold wo Charlie Baden

fer F000gns"

Without a doubt 20014 was the year the Welih flock came of
age, with a hest of successes at bath shews amnd sales, inchiding
winnung the South Wales Club progeny shiow with a pair of
Teighum Tarnado lambs as well a3 sanning the Dyfed Club Bock
Competition and winning the show at che carly MNYA sale with a
shearling ewe by Cairmess Ranger.

"W also topped the South Wales Club Sale with a ram famb,
Welsh Vavalioom, ac 900pns and won the Dyfed Club in-lamb
sale with an aged cwe by Rascarrel Peppermint which then

sold for |000gna. Ve also vopped the sale az |1 50gns with a
maternal sister to the 7T0M0gns gimmaer,

“Taa top i ol wee were champion ac the South Wiles Club in-

lamib sale with a Cairness Ranger gimmer which sold for 900gns.

bt was a remarkable year, but gave me the confidence that we
wore heading in the right direction.”

Haoweewer, while selling females ts breeders 5 a mark of how
far the flock has progressed in recent years Tom is chear about
where the bread and butter of the flock’s income i
“We have to Keep a foous on our
commercial ram lamb buyers. We sell
all our rams as lambs and they have to
be the type of sheep our commercial
customers want. More importantly,
thaey have to produce the type of
lamb that processors and retailers are
looking for.
“We tell about 35-40 ram lambs a year and F'm aberys conscious
whsen loaking at rams thar wie peed that early grewth and thape
o produce quick gmwin: wioll bodicd prime amibs. FI'I-I:FI:I!I'I‘E""
ouir eorrimierncial custemers are booking for fgures too, 50 we
harve iz bear that in mind when looking for rams.”

Tem says that he also wants sheep with that bic of breed
character to draw in potential new bupers,“They've got o be bie
sparky, the last thing | want in owr pen anpwhere is 2 dull shoep,
That saéd we never look to buy a ram as a complete package,

it's abwarys about adding in the nexe bic o the flock, be thar bady,
characier or shing.You never got the sheep you want in one
package, o we howve to add the catras when we see them.”

With the flack now firmly based en proven female lines Tom says
the time may hawe come B0 nvest mone in 2 ramy, but it will have
v b right sheep 1o add something to the ek, he adds,

When it comies to selling the Gamily are careful, anly tking sheop
v major sales when they believe they have somothing suitable.
“Wiehne only ever taken one sheep to Lanark, Welsh Unique,
whdch sold for 10800gns and | don’s want 1o mke another unless

I knaeer it will be worthwhile. We can sell ram lambs well enough
here without adding extra costs o sales.

“Local buyers at the M5A, Main Sale st Buileh YWells and the South
‘Wales Chub Saby are the bread and buter for us.”

“I'd B v sell the odd mm ar peo for better money 0 dus
courte and continue to drive the flock foreard for the benefit of
ORIF ELRTSINErS.
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